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Biographies
Brandon Berger is a conductor and educator based in Minnesota, 
known for his dynamic leadership and commitment to choral excellence. 
He is currently pursuing his Doctorate in Choral Conducting at the 
University of Minnesota, where he serves as a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant, co-conducting the Maroon Singers, assisting with the 
University Singers, and teaching advanced conducting to music 
education students.

Berger directs the Cathedral Choir (high school) and Senior Choir (adult) 
at Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church’s West Campus in Victoria, Minnesota. 
Choirs under his direction have performed at the MMEA Midwinter 
Clinic, State and Regional ACDA Conventions, and prestigious collegiate 
festivals at Luther, Wartburg, St. Olaf, and Concordia colleges.

Berger earned his Bachelor of Music in Vocal Music Education from St. 
Olaf College and received his Master of Music in choral conducting at the 
University of Minnesota. Berger has sung with The Oratorio Society of 
Minnesota, The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists, and the St. Olaf Choir.

Matthew Mehaffey is recognized nationally for his engaging 
artistry, collaborative leadership, and innovative approach to concert 
programming. He serves as Professor of Music at the University of 
Minnesota, where he conducts the University Singers and teaches choral 
literature and conducting. Mehaffey is also the Artistic Director of the 
Oratorio Society of Minnesota, leading the ensemble since 2008 in 
creating immersive performances such as The Music of Downton Abbey, 
Victoria! Voices of Light, Lest We Forget, and The Greatest Generation—
projects that have redefined the modern oratorio experience.

From 2016–2023, he served as Music Director of the Mendelssohn 
Choir of Pittsburgh, the “Choir of Choice” of the Pittsburgh Symphony, 
with whom he earned a GRAMMY nomination for Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony. A prolific author, Mehaffey publishes with GIA Publications 
and co-leads The English Heritage Music Series with the University of 
Minnesota Libraries.	
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Nicholas Chalmers is a tenor and conductor based in Minnesota, 
praised by The Washington Post as “dulcet and exciting.” He is the Artistic 
Director and founding member of the Mirandola Ensemble, which he 
has led since 2016. Chalmers has appeared with leading ensembles 
including the Bach Society of Minnesota, The Rose Ensemble, Minnesota 
Bach Ensemble, VocalEssence, and the Schubert Club, among others. 
His recent solo performances include engagements with the Oratorio 
Society of Minnesota, Bach Roots Festival, St. Mark’s Cathedral Concert 
Series, and Border CrosSing.

A graduate of St. Olaf College (B.M. Music) and the University of 
Minnesota (M.M. Choral Conducting), Chalmers serves as Director of 
Choirs at Chesterton Academy in Hopkins and Director of Music at 
Annunciation Church in Minneapolis. A committed educator, he also 
developed a high school choral residency program in partnership with 
Minnesota Public Radio.

Madison Holtze is a lyric-coloratura soprano based in Minnesota, 
celebrated for her crystalline agility, warm tone, and expressive 
versatility. In 2025, she joins Teatro Nuovo as a Resident Artist, covering 
Amina in La sonnambula, appears with the Sioux City Symphony in 
Carmen, and premieres the role of Pina in Offrenda with Opera Reading 
Project. A frequent collaborator with Minnesota Opera, Holtze also 
performs in their Nymphs, Spinners & Witches concert series.

Recent distinctions include winning the 2023 St. Croix Opera 
Competition, placing second in the Arlington Philharmonic Competition, 
and performing as Zina in the Minnesota premiere of Dark Sisters. 
Previous credits include roles with Opera on the James, Mill City Opera, 
Lyric Opera of the North, and Chautauqua Opera.

A graduate of the University of Minnesota (M.M. Vocal Performance), 
Holtze also teaches voice and violin and is active across classical, jazz, 
and contemporary music.
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Andrew Kane is a baritone based in Minneapolis, known for his refined 
musicianship and expressive performances in early vocal chamber music, 
oratorio, and sacred repertoire. A graduate of Augsburg College (B.M. 
Voice Performance), he has appeared as a soloist in works by Vaughan 
Williams, Handel, Fauré, Duruflé, and Bach, among others.

Kane is a longtime member of the Mirandola Ensemble and has 
performed with ensembles including The Rose Ensemble, Oratorio 
Society of Minnesota, Minnesota Bach Ensemble, Consortium Carissimi, 
VocalEssence, and the Bach Society of Minnesota. He has also sung with 
the Oregon Bach Festival, Lyra Baroque Orchestra, Minnesota Opera, and 
Transept of Sioux Falls.

Formerly baritone section leader at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, Kane 
continues to serve as a Schola at Holy Family Church in Saint Louis Park. 
He resides in Minneapolis, where he remains active as both soloist and 
ensemble artist.
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Program Notes
Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) was one of the most influential composers 
of the 20th century. Britten revitalized modern opera through works such 
as Peter Grimes, Billy Budd, and The Turn of the Screw. His War Requiem 
(1962) remains a landmark in 20th-century choral music, blending 
profound spirituality with a humanist message of reconciliation.

Born in Suffolk and trained at the Royal College of Music, Britten was also 
a celebrated pianist and conductor, often collaborating with his lifelong 
partner, tenor Peter Pears. Together they founded the Aldeburgh Festival, 
fostering a new generation of British musicians.

Britten’s music combines emotional clarity, tonal richness, and moral 
depth, often exploring themes of innocence, compassion, and the 
outsider’s struggle against society. His legacy endures as one of profound 
humanity, craftsmanship, and faith in the redemptive power of art.

Cantata Misericordium, commissioned by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross to mark its centenary in 1963, reflects the composer’s 
belief in the moral and transformative power of music. Conceived as a 
“humanist” retelling of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, the work was 
written to avoid overt religious references while embodying themes of 
compassion and mercy central to the Red Cross mission.

Britten collaborated with Patrick Wilkinson, a Latin scholar at King’s 
College, Cambridge, who provided a refined Classical Latin text. The 
cantata, premiered by Peter Pears and Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, unfolds 
with Britten’s hallmark clarity and emotional precision, using recurring 
musical ideas to link human action with moral reflection.

Often seen as a companion to the War Requiem, Cantata Misericordium 
transforms narrative into ritual, affirming Britten’s vision of art as a 
universal language of empathy and renewal.

Patrick Hawes (b. 1958) is a leading British composer celebrated for his 
luminous harmonies, lyrical style, and deep connection to the English 
musical tradition. His work spans intimate piano and choral pieces to 
large-scale symphonies and oratorios, often inspired by spirituality, 
history, and the natural world.

Hawes first gained national attention with his debut album Blue in Blue 
(2004), featuring the audience favorite Quanta Qualia. A former Classic 
FM Composer in Residence, he has since released acclaimed albums 
including Highgrove Suite, Revelation, The Great War Symphony, and The 
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Nativity. His music has been performed by leading artists and ensembles 
such as the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Voces8, and The King’s Singers, 
in venues including the Royal Albert Hall and Carnegie Hall.

In 2024, his new oratorio The Son of Man premiered with the Houston 
Chamber Choir, affirming Hawes’s reputation as one of today’s foremost 
voices in contemporary choral music.

Eventide is a choral work inspired by Edith Cavell, the British nurse 
celebrated for saving soldiers from both sides during World War I and 
aiding the escape of more than 200 Allied soldiers from German-
occupied Belgium—acts for which she was executed in 1915. The piece 
centers on the hymn Abide with Me, set to the tune Eventide, which Cavell 
recited the night before her death.

Throughout the work, the hymn serves as a cantus firmus, sung by 
a semi-chorus of youthful voices, while a soprano soloist embodies 
Cavell through texts drawn from her letters, The Book of Common Prayer, 
and Thomas à Kempis’ The Imitation of Christ. The chorus reflects and 
intensifies Cavell’s emotional and spiritual journey.

Commissioned by the Sheringham & Cromer Choral Society, Eventide 
premiered at Norwich Cathedral in 2014.

Edith Cavell (1865-1915) was a British nurse whose courage and 
compassion made her one of the most revered figures of the First World 
War. Born in Swardeston, Norfolk, she trained as a nurse in London 
before becoming director of a pioneering nursing school in Brussels. 
When war broke out, Cavell worked under the Red Cross, caring for 
soldiers from all sides without distinction and helping more than 200 
Allied soldiers escape from German-occupied Belgium.

Arrested in 1915, she faced execution by a German firing squad for 
aiding the enemy. On the night before her death, she spoke the words 
that became her lasting legacy: “Patriotism is not enough; I must have no 
hatred or bitterness toward anyone.”

Honored as a symbol of faith, duty, and humanity, Cavell was laid to rest 
at Norwich Cathedral. Her devotion to service and the Red Cross ideal 
continues to inspire worldwide.
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Oratorio Society of Minnesota  |  P.O. Box 131814  |  St. Paul, MN 55113
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A bide with

Verse

me; fast falls the e ven tide;

5

the dark ness deep ens; Lord, with me a bide.

9

When oth er help ers fail and com forts flee,

13

Help of the help less, O a bide with me.

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide

My.Hymnary #82 - Abide with me: fast falls the eventide
Words: Henry F. Lyte, 1847, alt., P.D.
Music (EVENTIDE 10.10.10.10): William H. Monk, 1861, P.D.

The performance of “Eventide: In Memoriam Edith Cavell” ends in silence. The 
soprano soloist will sing the following verse from the hymn.

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless ;

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.

Where is death’s sting? where, grave, thy victory?

I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

We invite the audience to stand and join us in singing the opening verse of the hymn.



Featuring Fern Hill, music by John Corigliano and poem by Dylan Thomas, Knoxville: 
Summer of 1915, op. 24, music by Samuel Barber, prose-poem by James Agee, and The 
Prairie: A Secular Cantata, music by Lukas Foss, poem by Carl Sandburg.

An American Trilogy:  
Barber, Foss and Corigliano
April 17, 2026

Join us for our 2025-2026 season
Tickets at Oratorio.org

Oratorio.org

About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds, and 
comforts disaster victims; supplies about 40 
percent of the nation’s blood; teaches lifesaving 
skills; delivers international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and 
their families. The Minnesota and Dakotas Region, serving 7.3 million people across 
seven community chapters and five Blood Donation Centers, depends on volunteers 
and public generosity to carry out its mission. 

Since the late nineteenth century, Red Cross nurses have been at the heart of the 
organization’s mission, bringing care and hope to communities in crisis. From 
battlefield hospitals in World War I to disaster shelters and public health campaigns, 
they have provided skilled care, comfort, and leadership around the world. That 
tradition continues today in the Minnesota and Dakotas Region, 
where Red Cross nurses and health professionals are active in disaster 
response, health services, and community education, carrying forward 
a legacy of service that remains vital both locally and globally.

Visit RedCross.org/MNDAKS for more information.


